Criminal Barriers to Entry to Canada Including
Intoxicated Driving Related Crimes

By Sunil Bakshi and Andrew Siepian

When entering a foreign country
such as Canada, legal interpretations
of criminal convictions are based on
the laws of the country to which the
individual is seeking entry. When
attempting to enter Canada, a con-
viction or multiple criminal convic-
tions under U.S. law are converted to
their closest Canadian Crimunal Code
equivalent. Thus, despite an offense
being considered relatively minor or
a musdemeanor in one's local juris-
diction, a conviction for alcohol-

T TAWEEEAR related driving offenses such as
Siepian driving while intoxicated (DWI) or
driving while ability impaired
(DWAI) may be considered to be more serious under
Canadian law and thus bar admission to Canada.
Further, there remains a question as to whether a
refusal itself would bar future entry to Canada.
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* Were convicted of an offense of an Act of
Parhament (federal offense) m Canada that s
punmishable by a maximum prison sentence of ten
years or more or conviction of an offense where a
prison sentence of more than six months has been
ordered;

* Were convicted of an offense outside of Canada
that, if commutted wathin the country, would be a
federal offense punishable by a maximum prison
term of ten years or more; or

* Commutted an act outside of Canadian junsdic-
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A TRP can allow an individual to overcome




